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FRIENDS, INC.: ABEACON OF HOPE AND SUPPORT FOR I
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SURVIVORS SINCE 1978

By Jesikah Becker, Program Director FRIEMDS, Inc.

FRIENDS, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that provides shelter and
support services to survivors of Domestic Violence in Washington
County. Since 1978, we have provided survivors with trauma-in-
formed, victim-centered services and programming that support in-

FRIENDS, INC.

+ Emergency Shelter: We provide Shelter
and support to individuals and families
who are fleeing from abusive households
or relationships.
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v and lamfles ve a non-viglent Incependent e + Individual Advocacy: Individuals can meet

1vl with our Advocates to receive support
and empowerment to reach their goals.

Our Mission: To empower those affected by Domestic Violence by
offering safety, support, and community awareness.

FRIENDS, Inc,, originally named "Friends for Battered Women,” and
then “Friends of Abused Families” was established and began pro-
gramming in 1978 with three volunteers who answered a 24-hour
crisis line and provided short-term shelter for women and children
that were in immediate crisis.

Today, FRIENDS, Inc.'s team provides:

= 24,7 Crisis Line: Staff are available 24,7 over the phone to help in-
dividuals identify the signs of Domestic Violence, develop a safety
plan, and identify next steps for crisis resolution.

Don’t go through

it alone.
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+ Legal Advocacy: Individuals can receive support while navigating
the legal system and learn more about their rights and options.

+ Children's Services: Children ranging from 3-17 who have been
impacted by Domestic Viclence can meet with an Advocate to
talk about their experiences and learn about healthy relationships
and boundaries.

+ Support Groups: A variety of support groups are available for
adults, teens, and children on a rotating basis.

+ Community Education: Our Education Team offers age-appro-
priate community presentations developed for elementary, mid-
dle, high school, and adult audiences. Presentation topics address
the different types of violence and harassment, healthy and un-
healthy relationships, respect, technology safety, protective be-
haviors, and bullying.

All of FRIENDS, Incs services are free and confidential. Support is
available to ALL individuals regardless of gender, race, citizenship,
disability, income, religion, or age so EVERYONE can get the sup-
port they deserve.

FRIENDS, Inc. recognizes the prevalence of Domestic Violence in
our community and the extreme need to continue providing these
services. Our agency and mission is dependent on our communi-
ty coming together and working to put an end to viclence. We en-
courage individuals to get involved in our mission by exploring the
various Volunteer Opportunities our organization offers to make a
direct impact. We also ask that individuals consider providing mon-
etary gifts or contributing goods from our Wish List so we can con-
tinue to provide basic needs to individuals residing in our Shelter.

Our Volunteer Opportunities and Wish List can be
found on our website, www.friendswi.org.

If you or someone you know has experienced Do-
mestic Violence, call FRIENDS, Inc. at 262-334-7298
for support or visit our website for more information.
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Feeling like you paid too
much in taxes this year?

Contact your financial advisor today to learn about
investing strategies that could benefit you.

Nick Walschinski
Financial Advisor
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262-334-5525
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